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PRODUCT LIABILITY
Johnson & Bell’s Product Liability group has successfully represented U.S. and foreign product designers and manufacturers for

more than three decades. In state and federal courts nationwide, our trial lawyers have handled cases ranging from the defense of

common household products and manufacturing machinery, to scientific, medical and aeronautic instruments and devices.

Successful defended suits include:

■ Agricultural and construction equipment

■ Pharmaceuticals

■ Medical devices

■ Computerized process control equipment

■ Railroad and automotive products

■ Consumer electronics / products

■ Sports and recreational products

■ Manufacturing equipment

■ Asbestos and mined products

■ Food processing equipment

Other services:

■ Counsel clients in risk reduction and management programs.

■ Assist in developing warnings and related documentation for products.

■ Serve as national and regional coordinating counsel in cases of products subjected to litigation on a national scope.
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 CLIENT RESULTS

Michigan Appellate Court Affirms Summary Judgment Snuffing Out Plaintiff's $50M Product Liability Demand in Rooftop Blaze

UCC Breach of Warranty/Ritz Cracker Product Recall

Owens, Kotsalieff Secure Summary Judgment in $45M Steel Mill Case

Manganese Toxicity: Defending the Welding Rod Industry

When Manganese Presented a Potential Health Issue for the Welding Rod Industry, We Responded.

Appellate Court Affirms Summary Judgment in Perona v. Volkswagen Case

Johnson & Bell Scores Major Product Liability Win for Table Saw Manufacturers

Appellate Court Affirms Summary Judgment in Delphi Corporation Case

Bell Receives Directed Verdict in Favor of Commonwealth Edison

Bell Prevails in Direct Participation Claim Against Parent Corporations

Seventh Circuit Affirms Summary Judgment for Ladder Manufacturer

Appellate Court Clarifies and Affirms Economic Loss Doctrine in Dismissal of Tort Claims

In Product Liability Trial, Rantis Obtains Defense Verdict for Louisville Ladder

Bell and Rantis Obtain Defense Verdict in Brain Injury Case Against Major Ladder Manufacturer. Plaintiff Sought $18 Million.

In Michigan Case, Court Bars Plaintiff's Claim which helps Unravel Complex Product Liability Dispute

Class Action Brought Against Pneumatic Tool Company

Miller Park Stadium Crane Collapse

Lift Performs as Designed

Blesy v. Kustom Signals

Fire Truck Manufacturer

 NOTABLE CASES

Michigan Appellate Court Affirms Summary Judgment Snuffing Out Plaintiff's $50M Product Liability Demand in Rooftop Blaze

UCC Breach of Warranty/Ritz Cracker Product Recall

Johnson & Bell Scores Major Product Liability Win for Table Saw Manufacturers

Bell and Rantis Obtain Defense Verdict in Brain Injury Case Against Major Ladder Manufacturer. Plaintiff Sought $18 Million.

In Michigan Case, Court Bars Plaintiff's Claim which helps Unravel Complex Product Liability Dispute

Class Action Brought Against Pneumatic Tool Company

Miller Park Stadium Crane Collapse

Hancock Building Scaffold Collapse

Lift Performs as Designed
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 PUBLICATIONS

David Warnick Co-Authors IDC Quarterly Monograph on the State of Proximate Cause in Illinois

“Stay In Your Lane:” SCOTUS Affirms Third-Party Defendants Can’t Remove Class Action Lawsuits from State to Federal Court

Illinois SB 1596 and Its Implications on Latent Injury Cases

Has McKinney Changed the Face of Proof of Proximate Causation in Asbestos Litigation in Illinois?

Case Law Overview: Defendant Floats “Sophisticated Intermediary Doctrine” in Hopes of Quelling “Popcorn Lung” Class Action
Lawsuit. Seventh Circuit Reverses on the Duty to Warn Claim.

Genetics - The Future is Now

Illinois Spoliation of Evidence Law -- A Comprehensive Explanation

Illinois Supreme Court Rejects Employee’s Direct Action Against Employer for Claimed Asbestos Related Illness

Illinois Appellate Court Reverses Trial Court: Madison County Asbestos Case Does Not Belong in Illinois

Product Liability Case Evaluation and Trial Strategy Considerations - Part Three

Product Liability Case Evaluation and Trial Strategy Considerations - Part Two

The Challenges of Legacy Equipment

Product Liability Case Evaluation and Trial Strategy Considerations -- Part One

Product Manufacturers' Potential Liability for Users' Alterations of the Product

The Seventh Circuit Confirms the Requirement for Expert Testimony under the "Consumer Expectations" Tests

SCOTUS Decision on Federal Preemption Aids Generic Drug Manufacturers

The Illinois Supreme Court Examines the Risk-Utility Test in Design Defect Cases

Seventh Circuit Bars Plaintiff's Last Minute Change in Theory of Products Case

"Legacy" Equipment - What Is the Machine Manufacturer's Duty Once the Machine Leaves the Plant?
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