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David F. Fanning focuses his practice on general litigation, including cases involving
products liability, premises liability, toxic torts, professional liability, class actions,
First Amendment and media issues, and business and commercial liability.

In the field of general litigation, Mr. Fanning has litigated actions involving
professional liabilities and fiduciaries, business torts and regulatory compliance,
medical malpractice, premises and product liability claims, as well as class action
matters. He has also handled disputes representing both trustees and beneficiaries.
These disputes have included complaints for breach of fiduciary duty, self-dealing,
and conflicts of interest.

In the field of business and commercial litigation, Mr. Fanning has litigated cases
involving a broad array of issues, especially those involving new technologies, such
as privacy, surveillance, and wire-tapping and other electronic access issues. Mr.
Fanning has also litigated a broad array of claims involving, e.g., transportation and
trucking, the mass media, manufacturing, and OSHA compliance and citation
matters.

In the field of “mass tort” litigation, Mr. Fanning has assisted clients in cases involving
a number of claimed exposures, including hexavalent chromium, asbestos, talc,
benzene, metal working fluids and coal dust, and involving issues of premises
liability, products liability, employer, and maritime liability.

An avid researcher and writer, Mr. Fanning’'s work has appeared in various

publications such as those associated with the Defense Research Institute and other

© 2022 Johnson & Bell, Ltd.


https://johnsonandbell.com/
mailto:fanningd@jbltd.com
https://johnsonandbell.com/wp-content/uploads/vcf/david-fanning.vcf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-fanning-63bb244/
mailto:esquilinc@jbltd.com
https://johnsonandbell.com/capability/class-action/
https://johnsonandbell.com/capability/product-liability/
https://johnsonandbell.com/capability/toxic-tort/
https://johnsonandbell.com/capability/aviation/
https://johnsonandbell.com/capability/drug-device-litigation/
http://community.dri.org/blogs/david-fanning/2014/07/02/illinois-appellate-court-allows-direct-action-against-employer-for-asbestos-related-injury
http://community.dri.org/blogs/david-fanning/2014/07/02/illinois-appellate-court-allows-direct-action-against-employer-for-asbestos-related-injury

JOHNSON&BELL

TRIAL LAWYERS
organizations. He serves on several DRI committees, including Toxic Torts and
Environmental Law, Technology, and Appellate Advocacy. He is also a continuing
legal education instructor.

Mr. Fanning is admitted to practice in lllinois and Missouri.

ADMISSIONS & EDUCATION

ADMISSIONS

lllinois Supreme Court

U.S. District Court, Northern District of lllinois

U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois

U.S. District Court, Southern District of lllinois
Missouri Supreme Court

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Missouri

Pro Hac Vice, Federal MDL for Asbestos Litigation

Pro Hac Vice admissions in Delaware, Florida, North Carolina and Wisconsin
U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Court

EDUCATION

Chicago-Kent College of Law, J.D. (with honors), 2001
St. Norbert College, B.A., 1996

AFFILIATIONS

Defense Research Institute (DRI): Toxic Torts and Environmental Law Committee; Drug and Medical Device Committee; Electronic
Discovery Committee; Appellate Advocacy Committee

HONORS

Leading Lawyers 2021, 2022

CLIENT RESULTS

Medline Industries, Inc. Ethylene Oxide Litigation (Current)

Representation of Trustee of an Internal Revenue Code 8468B Qualified Settlement Funds (“QSFE")

Representation of a Beneficiary of an Estate

Seventh Circuit Bars "Every Exposure" and "Cumulative Exposure" Theory of Causation

Representation in Delaware Chancery Court of a Beneficiary of an IRS Sections 671-677 Creditors Liquidation Trust Agreement

Representation of a Corporation in Dispute Over Debtor's Liabilities

Johnson & Bell Secures Not Guilty Verdict in Case Alleging Asbestos Exposure

Gregory v. Beazer East, 384 Ill. App. 3d 178 (lll. App. Ct. 1st Dist. 2008)

PRESENTATIONS & PUBLICATIONS
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September 16, 2010: Instructor, Continuing Legal Education: "Toxic Torts: 2010 - A Practice Update"

PUBLICATIONS
lllinois Appellate Court Allows Direct Action Against Employer for Asbestos-Related Injury, DRI Today - July 2, 2014

So You Thought a Premises Claim was Limited to the Premises? National Society of Professional Insurance Investigators pgs.
16-17, Winter 2012.

“Proceedings Stayed in Record-Busting Asbestos Verdict Case to Resolve Trial Judge Recusal Issue,” DRI Today - July 18, 2011.

"The lllinois Supreme Court’s Nolan Ruling: Illinois Now Allows Evidence of Other Exposures,” Johnson & Bell's Toxic Tort Law
Alert.

lllinois Appellate Court Reverses Trial Court: Madison County Asbestos Case Does Not Belong in lllinois DRI In the Voice: Legal
News - September 22, 2010. For a copy of the original opinion on this case, please click here.

DRI to hold Gulf oil spill seminar,” Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, Aug. 3, 2010

"Quasi In Rem On the Cyberseas," Note, 76 Chi-Kent L Rev 1887, 1919 (2001)
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