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A seasoned litigator with an array of experience, Ava L. Caffarini focuses her

practice on professional negligence, business litigation, insurance coverage, and

insurance defense. Licensed in Indiana and Illinois, Ms. Caffarini is experienced in

defending businesses, attorneys, and other professionals in municipal, state, and

federal court. In business litigation matters, she has represented businesses large

and small in contract disputes, business torts, and products liability cases. She also

handles civil rights lawsuits and insurance coverage issues for clients in Illinois and

Indiana. Ms. Caffarini uses her varied legal background to accomplish the business

goals and objectives of her clients. Here are some examples of her recent client

work:
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■ Ms. Caffarini represented an Illinois couple in a fraud and breach of contract

suit against an architect and general contractor who had been hired to rebuild

the plaintiff’s home after a fire. The general contractor defrauded the couple out

of nearly $400,000, did no usable work on the property, and did not adhere to

the city building codes. The architect failed to complete the necessary building

drawings, did not include features in the drawings the plaintiffs had specifically

requested, and did not report to the plaintiffs about construction defects he

documented on the property. The general contractor and architect hid these

mistakes from the plaintiffs for months and the property was condemned after a

city inspection. A default judgment was entered against the general contractor

for discovery violations. The architect’s defense was a limitation of liability

clause in the contract with the couple. The court declined to apply the limitation

of liability at summary judgment because of the fraud and breach of fiduciary

duty claims pending against the architect. The architect settled with plaintiffs for

the value of his insurance policy.

■ Ms. Caffarini represented two companies involved in trading cryptocurrency.

The clients suffered a minor data breach, which was the subject of a class

action lawsuit. The most valuable claims in the case were state-level data

breach statutes from California that did not apply in federal court in Illinois.

Caffarini and her team outmaneuvered the plaintiff by filing a motion to dismiss

these claims and a motion to compel the arbitration clause in the user terms of

service agreement. The matter was settled for $475K, a fraction of the original

demand.

■ She represented an Indiana rehabilitation center in a lawsuit filed on behalf of a

deceased resident. Though substantively a medical malpractice claim, the

plaintiff had pled a novel claim based upon violations of the Federal Nursing

Home Reform Act. The plaintiff’s initial demand was seven figures, but after

undertaking extensive motion practice and discovery, the matter was settled for

a low six-figure sum.

Ms. Caffarini earned a J.D. from the University of Illinois Chicago Law School in

2013, where she received Dean’s List honors and served as a staff editor on the

Review of Intellectual Property Law. She also earned a CALI award in Trademarks

and Copyrights, was a teaching assistant for Lawyering Skills II, and worked as a law

clerk in the intellectual property group at a mid-sized law firm in Chicago. She holds a

B.S. in Molecular and Cellular Biology from the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign.

Ms. Caffarini is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association and the Chicago Bar

Association and is a member of the ISBA Tort Law Section Council.
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ADMISSIONS & EDUCATION

ADMISSIONS

Illinois Supreme Court

Indiana Supreme Court

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Illinois

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Indiana

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Indiana

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Wisconsin

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

EDUCATION

The John Marshall Law School, J.D., 2013

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, B.S. in Molecular and Cellular Biology, 2010

 AFFILIATIONS

Chicago Bar Association

ISBA Tort Section Council

 HONORS

CALI Award in Trademark & Copyright Law

Recognized as an Illinois Rising Star, 2023

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch, 2026, 2027

Legal 500 - Chicago Elite for Commercial Disputes

 CLIENT RESULTS

Google Maps to the Rescue! Plaintiff’s Attempt to Keep Nursing Home Case in Cook County Reversed on Appeal 

Plaintiff’s Attempt to Enlarge “Damages Pie” Gets Nixed by Court

 PRESENTATIONS & PUBLICATIONS

PUBLICATIONS

"Tort Trends" ISBA Section on Tort Law Newsletter (April 2026)

 

"Yelp! Alerts and Defamation Claims" CBA At The Bar (November 4, 2020)

"Preserving Relevant Evidence" CBA At The Bar (October 26, 2020)

"Directed To or Encompassing a Human Organism: How Section 33 of the America Invents Act May Threaten the Future of
Biotechnology", The John Marshall Review of Intellectual Property Law 768 Vol. 12 Issue. 4 (2013)
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