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Catherine Breitweiser-Hurst, a shareholder at Johnson & Bell, focuses her practice

on general liability, personal injury, product liability, and civil rights defense for

transportation, university, municipality, and hospitality clients. Ms. Breitweiser-Hurst

frequently handles cases involving multi-million dollar claims for serious personal

injury or wrongful death and works hard to obtain favorable results for clients. As

much as possible, she seeks to get cases resolved short of trial; however, when a

trial is needed, Ms. Breitweiser-Hurst has the experience and preparation to win. She

has tried more than 60 jury trials during her legal career as a prosecutor and civil

litigator.

Ms. Breitweiser-Hurst has obtained summary judgment and dismissals for multiple

clients in a variety of cases in addition to obtaining favorable verdicts at trial. She is a

U.S. Navy veteran, who pursued her education following her enlistment. After

receiving her J.D. from Valparaiso University, she spent more than 10 years as a

deputy prosecuting attorney in Indiana, where she successfully litigated several

major felony jury trials.

Her experience with criminal investigations has carried over to her civil practice,

making her particularly adept at handling pre-suit investigations through the

conclusion of a case. She often begins working on matters from the day an incident

occurs, and her early involvement gives her an edge that has proven beneficial to

obtaining favorable resolutions again and again.
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ADMISSIONS & EDUCATION

ADMISSIONS

Indiana Supreme Court

Ohio Supreme Court

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Indiana

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Indiana

U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit

EDUCATION

Valparaiso University School of Law, J.D.

Calumet College of St. Joseph, B.A.

 AFFILIATIONS

Member, Lake County Indiana Bar Association

Member, ALFA International Transportation Group

 HONORS

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch in America - 2024

Lake County Prosecutor’s “Hammerin Hank Award” for the successful prosecution of a Life Without Parole murder trial

 CLIENT RESULTS

Breitweiser-Hurst and Farris Obtain Summary Judgment Win for Indiana Hospital Client

Breitweiser-Hurst Secures Summary Judgment for Clients in False Arrest, Defamation Dispute

Plaintiff Claims $2.25M in Damages for Auto Rear-Ender “Not Too Much.” Jury Disagrees, Awards $11,000

Breitweiser-Hurst Secures Summary Judgment for Casino Client

Plaintiff Rolls Dice on Personal Injury Dispute; Comes Up Snake Eyes on Verdict

Wrongful Death Trucking Case Resolved Successfully

Indiana Ruling Bars Plaintiff Damages Expert from Testifying in Trucking Case

Plaintiff’s Attempt to Expand Defendant’s Liability Foiled by Partial Summary Judgment
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